
Multimodality and Polyphony 

Bridging the gap between 
multimodality and polyphony in 

online media formats 

Jan Krasni 
Constance University  
University of Belgrade 



multimodality 

• Existence of parallel semiotic modes 
• e.g. text, picture, video 

• Social context determines the meaning* 
• e.g. improvisation community, interpretive community 

• Semiotic resources and practices  
• e.g. visual material, usage of interactive content 

Kress&van Leeuwen 2006, Stöckl 2004, Wildfeuer 2013 



polyphony 

• Existence of different positions in text 
• Traces of discourses 
• interdiscursivity 

• Position only in relation to other positions 
• constellation 

• Dominant position makes reconstruction of 
other positions possible 

• visually 
• verbal  

Pêcheux 1975, Angermüller 2007/2013 



online media formats-news 

• Consist of heterogeneous/multimodal 
material 
 

• Different sources 
 

• Different authorship 

Machin&van Leeuwen 2007, Kramer&Ludes 2010, Knox 2007 



problem 

• Text and media Formats 
• Key Visuals 
• Newsbites 

• Hypermodality 
• Every mode is/can be a link 

• Source and author 
 

• Methodological Problem 
 
 



multimodal structure 

• Linguistic text  
• Image text 
• Picture 
• Video  
• Kinetic mode/interactivity 

• practice 



polyphonic structure 

• Ready-made material 
• Different sources and authors 

• Explicit/implicit instance 
• Quotes 
• References  
• Original text  

• Interdiscursivity 
• Traces of opinions 
• Discursive goals 



Tagesschau.de 
3.3.2013 
Visual: Archive (dpa) 
Text: / 
 
 
Topics: 
Switzerland 
Referendum 
 
Link: unverfügbar 



Handelsblatt.com 
1.3.2013 
Visual: dpa 
Text: rtr/dkl 
 
 
Topics: 
Germany 
Public opinion 
 
Link: 
http://www.handelsblatt.com/politik/i
nternational/umfrage-mehrheit-der-
deutschen-will-feste-grenze-fuer-
managergehaelter/7863746.html  
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welt.de 
3.3.2013 
Visual: Reuters 
Text: Reuters/dpa/AP/epd/omi 
 
Topics: 
Switzerland  
Referendum on bonus regulation 
 
Link: 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article
114087294/Mehrheit-der-Schweizer-
gegen-Managerabzocke.html  
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faz.de 
4.3.2013 9.49 
Visual: DPA/picture alliance 
Text: FAZ/AFP 
 
Topics: 
Germany 
Regulation of manager payments  
 
 
Link: 
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/
wirtschaftspolitik/bundesregierung-
kein-gesetz-zu-managergehaeltern-
vor-der-wahl-12102069.html  
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sueddeutsche.de 
2.3.2013 
Visual: dpa 
Text: Andreas Oldag, Alfriston/London  
 
Topics: 
UK 
Life of former bankers 
 
Link: 
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/wirtscha
ft/von-der-boerse-in-den-weinberg-ex-
banker-schulen-um-1.1613713  
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findings I 

• Same visuals for different: 
– events 
– places 
– times 

• Source as certificate 
• Recontextualisation 

 
 



multimodal polyphony 

• Different perspectives 
 

– visual & verbal 
• Recontextualisation 
• Abstract made visible 
• Synchronic and diachronic use of visual 
• Multiperspectivity of verbal 

 
 



DANKE FÜR IHRE AUFMERKSAMKEIT 


	Multimodality and Polyphony
	multimodality
	polyphony
	online media formats-news
	problem
	multimodal structure
	polyphonic structure
	Tagesschau.de
	Handelsblatt.com
	welt.de
	faz.de
	sueddeutsche.de
	findings I
	multimodal polyphony
	Danke für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit

