
News items possible paradigm – 
the multimodal approach? 

 Text linguistics – text –front page of a 
newspaper   is  a text ( Garrett, Bell,2001), 

 discourse in interaction- (Kerbrat - 
Orecchioni,2001,2004; Platin, 2005),  

semiotic perspective mixed with interactional 
sociology  (Hartley,1982; Fiske, 1999; 
Goffman, 2001), media text as an institutional 
process ( Cooren, 1997; Drew and Heritage, 
1998,  Fairclough, 1995) 



Performances in media 
institutional process 

• “All texts are multimodal…There is a trend, 
increasingly, the written texts is no longer 
structured by linguistic means …but visually 
through layout…. ”[Kress and van Leeuwen 
1998] 

• “…..relatively recent that the development of 
the various possibilities of combining 
communicative modes in the new 
media…”[Jewitt et ali, 2013] 



Point of view 

• “A social institution is an apparatus of verbal 
interactions or an order of discourses…..It is, 
as I suggest necessary to see the institutions 
as simultaneously facilitating and constraining 
the social action of the members : it provides 
them with a frame of action , with out which 
they could not act, but it thereby constrains 
them to act within that frame.”[Fairclough, 
1995] 



A possible paradigm  

• Qualitative turn in media studies - where 
traditional genres have been replaced by the 
new genres marked by different modes of 
creating meanings in social context, according 
to  the communicative contract between 
media institutions and the consumer based on 
final goals, roles and relations and genres and 
practices…. 



Criteria for analyzing the text  

• The mode of address by the headline 
• The information content in the lead 
• The sources of information the institutional 

voices – either genuine or accessed 
• The hierarchy of information- the modalities- 

image, sound, graphic…and modes ensembles 
in representation 

• The comments as social practice  
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Instead of conclusions  

• The empirical paradigm could be applied for 
the new formats  

• Defining media genres as social practices in a 
discursive communicative contract 

• Integrated in an institutional process the 
action, more or less standardized ?, playing a 
significant role in ecosocial system  



Final remark  

• To focus on the role of the social actors , 
namely the readers in a journalism produced 
by a professional category –the media actors , 
but adopting a certain relation asymetrical – 
power????, adapting in a pre-allocated 
perspective certain roles, and implicating the 
readers as resources-institutional voices- in 
sourcing the communities of practices  



Questions???? 
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