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Challenges of teaching qualitative methods
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Poulin 2007) 
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Challenges of teaching methods at Jacobs University:
Students are very heterogeneous with respect to:
previous knowledge of (qualitative) methods:



 

no knowledge, some training usually in quantitative methods or 
intensive training in both qualitative and quantitative methods. 

disciplinary background:


 

Art History, Communication Science, History, Humanities, 
Political Sciences, Psychology, Social Sciences, Sociology, … 

cultural background and learning style:


 

Students from over 90 nationalities


 

Western and non-Western classroom culture.

Challenges of teaching methods at Jacobs University:
Students are very heterogeneous with respect to:
previous knowledge of (qualitative) methods:



 

no knowledge, some training usually in quantitative methods or 
intensive training in both qualitative and quantitative methods.

disciplinary background:


 

Art History, Communication Science, History, Humanities, 
Political Sciences, Psychology, Social Sciences, Sociology, …

cultural background and learning style:


 

Students from over 90 nationalities


 

Western and non-Western classroom culture.

Role of research in teaching:
students conduct their own research
students discuss their own research (peer-group)
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

 

instructor draws on and discusses own research


 

critical dicsussion of published research examples
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